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Center Point Village Update

The Parkhouse Surprise

The Montgomery County Planning Commission
Could it happen here? Parkhouse, an Adult
and John Kennedy & Associates, the township's
and Senior Services facility
planners for this project, have now
surrounded by 220 acres of
hosted four public outreach
farmland and open space, is
meetings to address the future
located in Upper Providence
needs for the Center Point Village
Township.
The facility and
area. The meetings were successful
150 acres of open space were
in capturing feedback from some of
recently sold by Montgomery
the landowners as well as many
County. For years neighbors
residents.
and nearby residents believed
this entire space was protected
It is clear the majority of residents
from development and was a
want an integration of open space
gem for Montgomery County.
with well-planned commercial and
Late last year, in a surprise
residential use areas, trails, and
move, the county commissioners
safe routes to get to these areas.
approved selling the land
The outcome of these planning
without
informing
the Wendy Wetherill proudly holds up her protest sign
sessions will be a Master Plan to be
community. There were more against the Sale of Parkhouse in front of the
used as a blueprint for future
than seven organized protest Montgomery County Courthouse on Main Street in
development projects in the
rallies by residents in an effort to Norristown. Saturday, December 28, 2013. Photo by
Skippack Pike and Valley Forge
thwart the sale. There had been a Adrianna Hoff/Times Herald Staff.
Road area. These changes will
lot of public opposition.
affect the whole township and could jump-start
economic development. The Master Plan can also be
Friends of Worcester wondered if this same scenario
used as a resource when planning for transportation
could happen in our township. Is that open meadow
improvements, state trail grants, and infrastructure
that you drive past each morning truly preserved? Is the
improvements.
woodland where your kids love to play going to be there
for their children?
The Open Space Lands In Worcester table on page 2
shows that not all township-owned land is permanently
preserved. It would be prudent to ask ourselves if these
properties should be protected by conservation
easements to insure future stability in the township’s
open space plan. Possibly some of the unprotected land
is unlikely to be sold off. Who would think to sell off
the Worcester Township Community Hall, the
Township Administration Building, or the Worcester
Fire Department properties? However, some tracts are
more susceptible to development than others. The
Lenhart farm, some of the land along the Zacharias
Trail and Nike Park are all in Worcester’s Open Space
plan, yet not permanently preserved open space.
(continued on page 2)

The Center Point Master Plan is expected to be
presented to the Board of Supervisors by the end of the
summer. Ultimately, it will be up to the Supervisors to
adopt the plan.
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What can be done to ensure that what we believe to be
protected open space in Worcester will remain that way
for future generations?

OPEN SPACE LANDS IN WORCESTER
ACRES

DESCRIPTION

STATUS OF LAND
PROTECTION

In this instance, our supervisors can place easements or
deed restrictions on township-owned properties to keep
them from development. This can easily be
accomplished if the residents of Worcester believe it to
be in the best interest of the township. By talking to
your supervisors and advocating for permanent
preservation of our township-owned properties,
Worcester will continue to be the scenic landscape it is
today.

Federal Land
19
144
2

North Penn U.S. Army Reserve Center
State Land
Evansburg State Park
Center Point Training Center

Unprotected
Somewhat Protected
Unprotected

County Land
86

Peter Wentz Farmstead

Unprotected

Township Land
28

Township Administration Building &
Worcester Fire Department

Unprotected

46

Heebner Park

Protected

14

Lenhart Farm

Unprotected

22

Zacharias Trail

Protected

55

Zacharias Trail

Unprotected

23

Valley Greene Open Space

Somewhat Protected

9

Nike Park

Unprotected

17

Mt. Kirk Park

Unprotected

7

Heyser Field

Protected

2

Worcester Township Community Hall

Unprotected

11

The Enclave Open Space

Probably Protected

11

Bethel Road Open Space

Probably Protected

Sunnybrook Park

Probably Protected

Fischer's Park

Somewhat Protected

Huber's Woods

Protected

9
25
48

The table to the left shows the status of all open space
lands in Worcester Township. Many properties we all
assume are protected from development are not.

Unprotected

“Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever!”
Don’t miss the

Worcester Historical Society’s
Flea Market and Bake Sale
at the Farmers’ Union Horse Show
Saturday, June 7th , 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Heyser Field, Fairview Village

Private Land with a Conservation Easement
60

Markel Property

Protected

33

Gerstemeier Farm

Protected

17

Schlotterer Property

Protected

93

Walnut Grove Farm

Protected

14

Haines Property

Protected

104

D'Lauro Property

Protected

81

Moran Property

Protected

74th Annual
Farmers’ Union
Horse Show
Saturday, June 7

Private Land with an Agricultural Conservation Easement
59

Harris Farm

Protected

39

Markley Farm

Protected

Willow Creek Orchard/Longview Center

Protected

47

Schierenbeck Farm

Protected

1031 Valley Forge Road, Fairview Village

16

McGrane Farm

Protected

behind Worcester Township Community Hall

19

Graham Farm

Protected

54

Gwyn Meadows Farm

Protected

23

Smith Farm

Protected

Cuce Farm/Victoria Natural Farm

Protected

102

37
192

Homeowner Association Land

Heyser Field, 8:00 am

Come visit us at FOW’s fabulous Food Tent!
Visit farmersunionhorsecompany.org
or call 215.990.2038 for more information

Probably Protected
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New From FOW in 2014!

Pennsylvania Act 209 Study

The Friends of Worcester released a new website this
spring. We invite you to see the changes at
www.friendsofworcester.org.

Pennsylvania Act 209 was enacted in December 1990 to
permit municipalities to assess transportation impact
fees on new developments within their borders. In 2013,
Worcester Township appointed a ten-person Act 209
committee to update its original study according to the
requirements of the Act and make recommendations to
the supervisors regarding transportation impact fees.
The Act requires the township to appoint a committee of
between seven and fifteen members every ten years to
conduct the study. The last township study was
completed in 2003. At least 40% of the committee must
have representation from the development community.
The township has hired McMahon Associates, Inc., and
David C. Babbitt and Associates, LLC, to assist the
committee. To date, the committee has completed the
required Land Use Assumptions Report which projects
that approximately forty homes will be built each year
for the next ten years in Worcester Township.
Following a township hearing, this report was adopted
by the supervisors.

Friends of Worcester’s new website was released Spring 2014.
Please check out our new home page with updated information.

Also, as you may have noticed, we have a new email
delivery method through Constant Contact to make our
email delivery more effective. Along with our updated
website and email delivery system, we also created an
updated survey, enclosed with this newsletter, for all of
you to provide your valuable feedback to help us better
understand your preferences for our community.
Please fill it out and return it by June 15th either by
regular mail or scan and email it to
info@friendsofworcester.org. A copy is also available
at our website www.friendsofworcester.org.

The next and final phase of the study will focus on
developing the required Roadway Sufficiency Analysis
and also the Transportation Capital Improvements
Plan. Both of these reports must also undergo a public
hearing and then be adopted by the supervisors. Traffic
impact fees can then be assessed on each new home or
commercial property. These fees may be used only to
fund the improvements identified in the Capital
Improvements Plan which are needed to cope with the
projected development in the township.

Election Day
May 20, 2014

FOW Invites You To Get Involved!
 Open Space Committee: Land preservation, village
planning, Open Space Fund

Cast your vote
You make a difference

 Education & Outreach Committee: Community
activities, newsletter, website, community partnerships

Polls are open from 7:00 am - 8:00 pm

 Organizational Advancement Committee:
Membership recruitment/development, fundraising

Worcester Township polling locations:





Community Hall - Fairview Village
Bethel United Methodist Church
Variety Club Camp
Schwenkfelder Church

Contact FOW at info@friendsofworcester.org
or call Wini Hayes at 610-584-0371
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Worcester’s Trail System - Where Is It, and Where Is It Going?
Worcester’s current trail system
Worcester began considering a trail system over 25
years ago, when the township acquired land along the
Zacharias Creek during the approval of the Fawn Creek
development. The first segment of the Zacharias Trail,
a half-mile stretch along the creek from Green Hill
Road to Hollow Road, opened in 2009. Last year, the
township received a state grant of over $200,000 to
extend this trail into Heebner Park. The project is
expected to start this spring.

Other trails in the township include the bridle path
through the preserved Moran property, which connects
Evansburg State Park with Methacton High School,
and the nature trail through the woods behind Heyser
Field, which was built in 2012 by Paul Steuer as his
Eagle Scout project.
Looking to the future
Trails have proved to be hugely popular with township
residents. A 2009 survey of residents revealed the top
three items on their wish list to be walking trails, bike
trails, and nature trails. In response, the township
continues to move forward with plans to extend the
Zacharias Trail to the eastern edge of the township at
North Wales Road. Since 2007, the township has
purchased trail easements along the edges of four
contiguous farms that have been preserved through the
state/county Farmland Preservation Program. These
easements will allow the Zacharias Trail to continue
from Heebner Park across Valley Forge Road toward
Nike Park.

This segment of the trail will follow part of the
original route of Hollow Road. The road was moved
when Fawn Creek was built. Many residents will
recognize the route, which will pass by the Smith
spring house, now owned and maintained by the
township but originally part of the 100+ acre farm that
became Fawn Creek. The Worcester Historical Society
will assist with interpretive signage to explain the role
this building played in the lives of the farm’s families.
A trail system in Heebner Park has been in place for
many years and is popular for walking, running, and
horseback riding. With the connection to the Zacharias
Trail, visitors to Heebner Park can now extend their
range. Eventually the trail is planned to extend across
Green Hill Road into Evansburg State Park and on into
Skippack, where trail users can connect to the Skippack
Township trail system and the county’s Perkiomen
Trail.

Historically the township has had to negotiate with
developers to include trail connections in their
projects. Many other municipalities require trails to be
built as part of the land development process.
Worcester can take this approach and revise its land
development ordinances to require developers to build
trails when a proposed township trail runs along the
property. For example, the township recently approved
plans for the Preserve at Worcester, a 39-home
subdivision on North Wales Road. The Liberty Bell
Trail is proposed to run along North Wales Road, and
the developer was asked to build the section of the
trail along the property when the homes are built.
Developers should also be encouraged to build
connections to nearby trails, so these new residents
can easily access the township trail system.
Connecting with adjacent trail systems
The proposed Liberty Bell Trail was designed by
Montgomery County to follow the route of the Liberty
Bell trolley, which connected Allentown and
Philadelphia. The trail route runs briefly through
Worcester, along North Wales Road from Morris
Road to the PECO power line on the south side of
Skippack Pike, where it will turn east through
Whitpain Township. When complete, this trail will

Along the Zacharias Trail you will enjoy nature at its finest. Walkers
enjoy the Zacharias Creek, wildflowers, trees, songbirds, and hawks.
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extend from Memorial Park in Richland
Township, Bucks County, to Norristown Farm
Park in East Norriton.
Access to Skippack Township’s extensive trail
system is as close as Evansburg State Park. The
Zacharias Trail is proposed to be extended
westward from Green Hill Road to connect
through Evansburg State Park to the Skippack
Township trail. Once there, trail users can reach
the Perkiomen Trail, which extends from Green
Lane to Norristown, and the Schuylkill River
Trail into Philadelphia.
Where Is This All Going?
With the emphasis on health and fitness today,
trails are becoming just as important as streets
and sidewalks in our communities. Offering
people a place to walk, run, or ride which
encourages them to connect with nature is a
valuable benefit that is relatively inexpensive to
provide. A 2005 survey of potential home buyers
found that over 80 percent wanted to live in lowtraffic areas with walking and biking paths and
access to open space. Many residents living along
trails perceive a positive relationship between the
trails and neighborhood quality of life, and
realtors are now using the proximity to a trail as a
positive selling point.

With many of us not having large blocks of time to
spend on fitness, living close to a trail provides an incentive to get off the couch and get some exercise.
Many of us must drive to a nearby park to walk the dog
or enjoy the natural surroundings, whereas if we live
near a trail, we can just step out our front door. The
health benefits of ready access to a safe and enjoyable
walking, running, or riding experience are clear. From
children to senior citizens, everyone benefits from being
out in the fresh air and reconnecting with the natural
world.

Arbor Day at Worcester Elementary
The Friends of Worcester’s annual Arbor Day
presentation was provided to the students and faculty of
Worcester Elementary. There were close to 500 white
pine saplings distributed to the students and faculty.
Volunteers from Meadowood and the Friends of
Worcester were presenters on April 25th and May 8th.
We hope you took the time to learn about and plant a
tree or two this past Arbor Day 2014. It is the small
things which make such a positive impact on the
environment we all live in Worcester. A big thanks
again to the Worcester Environmental Club, volunteers,
students, and staff who helped and planted their 2014
trees! We look forward to the continued success of this
program for years to come!

Converting abandoned areas to trail use
contributes positively to neighborhood safety by
cleaning up the landscape and attracting people
who use the trail for recreation. In 2005, Radnor
Township opened a 2.2-mile trail along an
abandoned railroad line after a decade of
opposition by the adjacent property owners. The
trail has proved to be enormously popular for
residents and visitors, including those adjacent
landowners. None of the litter, graffiti, and other
criminal activity feared by trail opponents has
materialized. Instead, the constant flow of
pedestrians, cyclists, and dog walkers serves as a
kind of Town Watch. Study after study on trail
safety indicates that trails are no more likely to
experience additional crime than the surrounding
neighborhood. Other people on the trail are the
best deterrent to crime.

FOW Spring Trail Walk
At Meadowood Nature Trail
Saturday, May 17
9:00 am rain or shine
Meadowood Senior Living Community
3205 Skippack Pike
Worcester, PA 19490
Please come join us with our friends at
Meadowood. Please park your vehicle by the
Health Center. Please call 484-620-0592 for
additional directions, if needed.
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Thank you for supporting our advertisers!

Methacton Oak
Photo Notecards
$10.00 per set

(plus S&H)

See all four photographs
and place your order at
www.friendsofworcester.org

ADVERTISE HERE!

CHRIS HASKINS
2064 SHEARER RD
LANSDALE, PA 19446
www.evergreenirrigationofpa.com
e:chris@evergreenirrigationofpa.com
p:215-527-7711

Contact Marie Amato
at 610-630-0254.
Your ad could be here!
Spring or Fall !
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HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
by

Toby Gourley
610-222-0696
Worcester
Fully Insured — Free Estimates
“Over 20 Years Experience”
Lic. # PA035962

Timeless Landscapes
with Sustainable Design
Quality service with courtesy and reliability.
Whitehall and Bean Roads
P.O. Box 123
Worcester, PA 19490
215.247.2992 ~ 610.584.1550

www.davidbrothers.com
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FRIENDS OF WORCESTER
P.O. Box 545
Worcester, PA 19490

Friends of Worcester Officers
Kim David - President (610-584-1805)
Rob Hayes - Vice President (610-584-0371)
Wini Hayes - Treasurer (610-584-0371)
Barbara McMonagle - Secretary (215-257-1436)
Join us for an upcoming meeting
2nd Wednesdays, 7:30 pm,
September through May
Check friendsofworcester.org for details.
Worcester Township Public Meetings
Community Hall, 1031 Valley Forge Rd, Fairview Village
Board of Supervisors
1st Monday of the month, 9:00 am
3rd Wednesday of the month, 7:30 pm
Planning Commission
2nd & 4th Thursday, 7:30 pm
Zoning Hearing Board
4th Tuesday, 6:30 pm
Check worcestertwp.com to meeting date changes or cancellations.

