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Linking Worcester’s Trails

In FOW’s recent survey, 75 percent of respondents
expressed strong support for a township-wide trail system.
One of the benefits of open space preservation and other
community-centric development approaches is a system of
trail easements that
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And finally, some people who are concerned about a
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particular event, a nearby development, the PA Turnpike
expansion, or a proposed drugstore come out to gain FOW
support and work with FOW to influence the nature of a
specific project. This is all good and has changed little over
the years.
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With a $202,428 grant from the Department of Community
and Economic Development (DCED) obtained through the
efforts of our Township Manager, Lee Mangan, and staff
(thank you, Lee and staff!), the township is in the process of
completing two extensions to the Zacharias Trail. When
completed later this year, the Zacharias Trail will stretch
from Heebner Park to the township’s border with Evansburg
State Park. The map above shows the original trail as well as
the recent additions. It also shows how our Zacharias Trail
can be extended 1.1 miles through Evansburg State Park to
the township boundary, and an additional 1.2 miles in
Skippack Township to link with Skippack’s trail system.
The Skippack trail system connects to the Perkiomen Trail,
which ultimately joins the Schuylkill River Trail and leads
continued on p. 2
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What has changed drastically is the opportunity to
preserve open space. Currently the available open
space to preserve in Worcester Township is less
plentiful. It might be said that the low-hanging fruit
has been picked. Many of the larger tracts of land are
held by developers waiting for the opportune time to
build; developers more interested in financial gain
than in preserving open space or Worcester’s rural
character. To preserve open space, a property owner
must be motivated to protect the land from
development. FOW continues to be here to help
property owners consider their land preservation
options as a means to meet their goals.
A second major change is the availability of funds to
support open space preservation. Previously we could
bring together state, county, and township support
that would collectively fund various projects. Now,
all budgets are tight, and the available funds are much
more competitive. This is not the time to be complacent. This is the time to be creative. FOW will continue to support the use of open space strategies such
as transferable development rights (TDRs), Growing
Greener ordinances, and the Federal Conservation
Easement Tax Incentive (which could become a permanent tax deduction for landowners who accept less
than fair market value for their development rights).
All these tactics help to preserve open space without
the usual monetary requirement.

all the way into Philadelphia. This trail system would allow
Worcester residents to begin a walk or bike trip at Heebner
Park and end up at a pub in Manayunk, or even at the Art
Museum!
So, what’s needed to make this plan a reality? At almost $80
per linear foot Worcester’s portion of the proposed trail
connection could cost
approximately $465,000. The
proposed trail will include a paved surface for walkers,
runners, and non-motorized bikes as well as a parallel cinder
trail for horses. We will also need the cooperation and
approval of Evansburg State Park and Skippack Township.
This kind of multi-municipal project is very attractive to
grant funders. These initiatives are under way through the
work of our Township Manager, Lee Mangan. The first
steps are the approval of the concept by Worcester
Township, Skippack Township, and Evansburg State Park,
and then a surveyed construction plan and a formal
construction budget. The project partners can then begin the
process of pursuing grants, township funds, and private
donations to make these trail connections happen.
FOW plans to be a community partner for the project and
intends to launch a capital campaign to help secure some of
the money needed for trail construction. Look for our
official FOW Capital Campaign launch in the spring of
2015. Please let us know your ideas, and if you would like
to help with our Capital Campaign, please contact us via
email at info@friendsofworcester.com.

Friends of Worcester is beginning to reach out to
private donors on specific open space initiatives.
Although the preservation of open space is still our
primary focus, FOW has shifted some of its energy to
connect open space with trails, to make the open
space we have more accessible to our residents. FOW
has led three trail walks in Worcester in the past year
to make residents aware of our trail system and how
easily accessible our trails are. A family walk along
the Zacharias Creek is a great way to spend a Sunday
afternoon. FOW will continue to promote trail easements and work with Worcester Township to construct and maintain trails for everyone’s enjoyment.
As FOW moves forward, our mission remains the
same. Our efforts to engage volunteers continue. We
are still a grass roots organization that depends on the
residents of Worcester to support and volunteer their
time to keep Worcester an oasis in the midst of suburban sprawl.
R. Kimber David, President

Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever!

Last spring, Friends of Worcester held a Trail Walk at
Meadowood. Paul Felton was our very knowledgeable
tour guide as we explored one of the many Nature Trails on
the property. Paul is an active member of Meadowood’s
Woods and Trails Committee.
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Preserving Our Farmland
and Open Space

Farmers’ Union Horse Company
74th Annual Horse Show
The Farmers’ Union Horse Company’s 74th Horse Show
on Saturday, June 7, was great fun for all the riders and
the spectators! Every first Saturday in June over the last
74 years, rain or shine, the Farmers’ Union Horse Company has provided an enjoyable event for all equine
enthusiasts at various levels.

Reprinted with permission from Congressman Jim Gerlach’s Office

Efforts to make permanent the Federal Conservation
Easement Tax Incentive are finally paying off.
In July, the House voted 277-130 to pass H.R. 4179, the
proposed America Gives More Act. Section 4 of that bill
calls for the permanent extension of the Federal
Conservation Easement Tax Incentive, which expired at the
end of 2013. The language in Section 4 of the House
approved measure is identical to H.R. 2807, the proposed
Conservation Easement Tax Incentive Act. H.R. 2807 is a
bill [Representative Gerlach] introduced this session and
helped the House Ways & Means Committee pass in May.

A view from the sidelines at the Horse Show.

The Horse Show is a valued tradition for the Farmers’
Union Horse Company, the Friends of Worcester, and
the Worcester Historical Society. This event takes place
at Heyser Field, behind Worcester Township
Community Hall in Fairview Village. Many horses and
riders compete for awards in several different divisions
and age groups.

Members of national, state, and local conservancies and land
trust organizations at the home of Jim Moore on the edge of The
Great Marsh in East Nantmeal Township, Chester County, came
together to discuss the importance of enacting this legislation.

Over the years, several community partners have joined
the Farmers’ Union Horse Company to provide a day of
fun for participants and residents alike.
For more information about the history of the Farmers’
Union Horse Company, please visit their website at
www.farmersunionhorsecompany.org.

Local organizations, including the Berks County
Conservancy, Brandywine Conservancy, French and
Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust, and Natural Lands
Trust, have partnered with private landowners to utilize
conservation easements to protect thousands of acres of
open space in the Oley Hills area of Berks County, the Great
Marsh in East Nantmeal Township in Chester County,
farmland in Montgomery County, and other natural
treasures.
Conservation easements provide property owners with
another choice when looking for an alternative to selling a
family farm or struggling to pay a bigger tax bill to hold on
to what is likely their most valuable family asset.
Passing a permanent extension in the House demonstrates a
real commitment to giving farmers and families at all
income levels in the 6th District and across our country the
freedom, opportunity, and certainty they deserve when
making critical choices about the use and future of their
land.

A very happy participant had a great time and won
many ribbons at the 74th Annual Farmers’ Union Horse
Show on June 7, 2014.
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FOW’s 2014 Survey Results
8. Do you support the township placing a deed
restriction on township-owned properties in order to
permanently preserve them from future development?

The Friends of Worcester sent out a survey in our spring
2014 newsletter and received many positive responses. In
tallying the results, two things stood out as highly
significant here in Worcester — the importance of open
space, and the support of our residents. The survey
questions and results are below.

YES: 71.2% NO: 16.9% DON’T KNOW: 11.9%
9. Do you favor the expansion of the current Worcester
trail system?

1. How would you rate the importance of open space in
Worcester Township?

YES: 74.6%

DON’T KNOW: 13.5%

10. Are you satisfied with the process of the contracted
land planners and the feedback they have solicited
from our township residents for the Center Point
Village Plan?

Average of all responses: 8.6 on a scale of 1 to 10
2. How would you rate the Friends of Worcester in
providing educational outreach and keeping residents
informed about open space and land development
issues in Worcester?

Average of all responses: 7.25 on a scale of 1 to 10
Overall the comments were very positive and appreciative
of the work of the Friends of Worcester volunteers over
the past 17-18 years.

Average of all responses: 8.7 on a scale of 1 to 10
3. Did you know that Friends of Worcester has a new
website at www.friendsofworcester.org?

Thanks again to all of the residents who responded to the
Friends of Worcester survey!

YES: 44.1% NO: 55.9%
4. Check ALL methods to fund open space preservation
that you would support.
A. Spend township funds: 61%
B. Acquire county & state funds: 85%
C. Initiate a township 0.125% earned income tax
dedicated for open space use only: 32%

Community Partner Feature —
Worcester Cub Pack 200
Cub Pack 200 is the local scout organization in Worcester
for boys in 1st to 5th grades. The pack is chartered at Central Schwenkfelder Church and has been in existence since
1953. For over sixty years, Cub Pack 200 has been leading the boys of the community. Many familiar local family
names can be found on the troop’s roster.

5. The township is considering acquiring from the
federal government, at no cost to the township, the 19acre Army Reserve Base on Berks Road for a future
township park. Part of the acquisition process involves
an environmental study to make sure there is no
contamination on the property. If the township accepts
the property, what future uses would you like to see
there?

Every year, the pack engages in activities such as camping
trips and local council events. Always a favorite for the
boys is the Pinewood Derby, in which every boy builds his
own model car and races it against other cars! Prizes are
awarded for the fastest car and the most creative design.

Top choices: Parks & recreation building, community
and education meeting place, outdoor sports fields:
56% community theatre: 24%

Pack 200 also takes an active role in community service by
participating in Scouting for Food (a program that collects
food for a local food bank) and by mulching the flower
beds at Worcester Elementary School.

Other suggestions: ice skating rink, swimming pool,
horse park, dog park, gardens with a gazebo: 20%
6. The Growing Greener Ordinance in Worcester allows
for the same number of houses as the former
ordinance permitted on a tract of land while
preserving at least 50 percent of the property as open
space during the subdivision and land development
process. Do you support this ordinance?
YES: 70%

NO: 11.9%

For the older boys, local Boy Scout projects have included
hosting Easter Egg hunts at Heebner Park and Eagle Scout
projects such as mapping the historic trees of Worcester
Township and building a trail behind Heyser Field.
For more information, visit www.cubpack200.com.

NO: 9% DON’T KNOW: 21%

Visit www.friendsofworcester.org and click on the
Donate link to make your donation via PayPal.
Thank you!

7. How important is it to preserve the Worcester Golf
Course property on Green Hill Road as open space?
Average of all responses: 7.8 on a scale of 1 to 10
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Center Square Golf Club Proposes
Development

Eyes on the Issues
Possible Noise Barriers for
Worcester Residents Along
Northeast Turnpike Expansion

Cutler Group has applied for a conditional use permit to
build a combination over-55 residential and continuingcare retirement community on the 157-acre Center
Square Golf Club property located at Skippack Pike,
Berks Road and Whitehall Road. The proposed density
of more than 425 units is five to six times greater than
the normal zoning allows. The neighbors are concerned
about the number of units and the increase in traffic from
residents, employees, and visitors. Equally concerning
is the proposal for an on-site sewage treatment plant,
because the site is at the headwaters of the Stony Creek.
The neighbors will have the opportunity to have their
voices heard during the conditional use hearings.

If you drive or live near the Northeast Turnpike Extension,
near the Morris Road Bridge, just past the intersection of
Morris and Valley Forge Roads, then you have likely seen
the construction going on to widen these turnpike lanes.
Worcester neighbors on Oak Terrace, Shady Lane, Schultz
and Berks Roads, and in Sunnybrook are already affected
by turnpike noise and are concerned about even more noise
once traffic increases by 50 percent, as predicted by the
Turnpike Commission. The neighbors are hopeful that
Worcester Township will receive grant money to be used to
build sound barriers along areas of the turnpike that were
not provided with barriers by the Commission. The grant
awards could be decided before the end of the year.

Center Point Vision Plan Is Adopted
Throughout 2014, a series of public planning meetings
were held by John Kennedy & Associates and the
Montgomery County Planning Commission to gather
public comments, concerns, and feedback on the
proposed village plan. A plan, titled “A Vision for
Center Point Village,” was created as a result of those
meetings. The plan was formally adopted by the Board
of Supervisors in October.

North Penn Army Reserve Base
The township has commissioned a Phase II environmental
study on the site. If the study finds no serious
contamination problems and the township takes ownership
of the property, it could be used in a number of ways. In the
recent FOW survey, a majority of the respondents said this
property should be used as a community center, a meeting
place for groups and clubs, and other recreational uses.

Continuing with the next step, the Board of Supervisors
applied for grant funding and tasked the Montgomery
County Planning Commission, with the assistance of
John Kennedy & Associates, to develop zoning
ordinances that reflect the goals of the village plan.

Worcester Township and Community
Partners Apply for PECO Green Region
10 th Anniversary Grant

Look for additional community outreach meetings to be
scheduled to continue to engage the public as the zoning
ordinances are developed to facilitate village-scale
residential and business development in Center Point.
For more information, visit www.worcestertwp.com

PECO is celebrating the 10th anniversary of its Green
Region grant program. This year the program, administered
by Natural Lands Trust, is focusing on projects that involve
and benefit children.

Worcester Volunteer Fire Department

Township Manager Lee Mangan saw a wonderful
opportunity to bring together several community partners,
both young and old. The township invited Worcester
Elementary School’s Environmental Club, the Meadowood
Woods and Trails Club, the Worcester Historical Society,
and the Friends of Worcester to partner on a project to
design and build interpretive educational stations along the
Zacharias Trail. The partners will all participate through the
different phases of the project; design, construction, and
installation.

Santa is Coming to Town! Please keep your eyes and
ears open as Santa travels through Worcester on
the fire truck mid-December! Listen for sirens!
Please also check out our website and board for
upcoming events and sales to help out
Worcester’s Volunteer Fire Department!
We are always in need of new volunteers whether
young or old. We have a cadet
program for ages 14-16 and a
junior program for ages 16-18.

PECO will award five grants, one in each of the five
counties it serves, with a maximum of $10,000 each. This
is a wonderful community grant opportunity for Worcester
and all partners look forward to the grant being awarded!

For more information, please visit
our website at
www.worcesterfd.com
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Thank you for supporting our advertisers!
Methacton Oak
Photo Notecards

$10.00 per set

(plus S&H)

See all four photographs
and place your order at
www.friendsofworcester.org

ADVERTISE HERE!
Contact Marie Amato
at 610-630-0254.
FOW Invites You To Get Involved!
Open Space Committee — Land preservation,
village planning, and Open Space Fund
Education & Outreach Committee — Website,
newsletter, community activities and partnerships

Organizational Advancement Committee —
Membership recruitment and development,
operational fundraising
Contact FOW at info@friendsofworcester.org or call
Wini Hayes at 610-584-0371

F14
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HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
by
“Mediterranean, Tapas & New American Cuisine”
BYOB * CASUAL FINE DINING * OUTDOOR PATIO DINING
Center Point Shopping Center
2960 Skippack Pike – P.O. Box 15
Worcester, Pa. 19490 * 610-584-5650
www.zachariascafe.com
Catering On & Off Premises * Private Room Available
*** Bring This Ad In Before 3/31/15 ***
And Receive 10%

OFF Lunch or Dinner

CHRIS HASKINS
2064 SHEARER RD
LANSDALE, PA 19446
www.evergreenirrigationofpa.com
email:chris@evergreenirrigationofpa.com
p:215-527-7711
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Toby Gourley
610-222-0696
Worcester
Fully Insured — Free Estimates
Since 1991
Lic. # PA035962

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage Pd
Permit No. 456
Lansdale, PA

FRIENDS OF WORCESTER
P.O. Box 545
Worcester, PA 19490

Friends of Worcester Officers
Kim David - President (610-584-1805)
Rob Hayes - Vice President (610-584-0371)
Wini Hayes - Treasurer (610-584-0371)
Barbara McMonagle - Secretary (215-257-1436)
Join us for an upcoming meeting
2nd Wednesdays, 7:30 pm,
September through May
Check friendsofworcester.org for details.
Worcester Township Public Meetings
Community Hall, 1031 Valley Forge Rd, Fairview Village
Board of Supervisors
1st Monday of the month, 9:00 am
3rd Wednesday of the month, 7:30 pm
Planning Commission
2nd & 4th Thursday, 7:30 pm
Zoning Hearing Board
4th Tuesday, 6:30 pm
Check worcestertwp.com to meeting date changes or cancellations.

