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Open Space, Farmland Preservation, Growing Greener II and Marcellus Shale
Initially Governor Corbett’s proposed Fiscal Year 20122013 Commonwealth budget intended to permanently
eliminate all state funding for conservation, parks and
recreation by zeroing out the highly successful Keystone
Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund (Keystone 93).
Governor Corbett’s proposal was the single largest proposed
cut to conservation funding in Pennsylvania history. In
total, conservation funding in Pennsylvania stood to lose
nearly $30 million despite the fact that outdoor recreation
accounts for approximately $1.3 billion in spending in
Pennsylvania and brings visitors to our local communities
and businesses.

Preservation program. Governor Corbett’s proposed budget
would have diverted $20.5 million of dedicated farmland
preservation funding to the state’s general operating budget.
Ultimately, again, the Pennsylvania General Assembly did not
approve Governor Corbett’s proposal to divert farmland
preservation dollars in the Commonwealth.

Similar to our parks, open space and natural recreation trails,
Pennsylvania’s economy and history is also heavily steeped in
the tradition of farming. Home to some of the richest
farmland in the nation, it was imperative to protect and
guarantee the continuation of this vital funding.
We
commend the Pennsylvania General Assembly for protecting
For your information, Keystone 93 was established by the the diversion of farmland preservation funding.
Pennsylvania General Assembly in 1993 with the biUnfortunately, however, funding for another important
partisan support of the legislature as well as the
environmental program, the ever popular Growing Greener II
overwhelming support of Pennsylvania residents by a voter
program, did not fare as well in the FY 2012-2013
referendum. Keystone 93 is the only dedicated funding
Commonwealth budget.
source specifically guaranteed for parks, recreation,
Growing Greener II financially supports alternative energy
conservation as well as land trust projects in Pennsylvania.
development projects, downtown redevelopment, historic
Because revenue for Keystone 93 is generated by a portion
preservation, funding for an energy efficient appliance tax
of the state Realty Transfer Tax, the amount of funding
holiday and funding to the state Game and Fish and Boat
fluctuates from one fiscal year to another. Despite
Commissions. In addition, each county has historically been
challenging economic times, this invaluable program has
provided with funding to implement local projects in each of
consistently achieved continued success. The program has
these categories.
supported the preservation, conservation and rehabilitation
of thousands of parks in addition to the hundreds of miles of While some active in environmental stewardship have
advocated for alternative revenue streams for Growing
trails and tens of thousands of acres of open space.
Greener II, such as possible future revenue generated by
The lion’s share, amounting to 65% percent of Keystone 93,
rapidly expanding Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling
is utilized by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
industry in Pennsylvania, the FY 2012-2013 Commonwealth
and Natural Resources for the following purposes:
budget did not provide new dedicated funding for this
initiative.
 30% for state parks and forest upgrades including
Finally, over the summer, the Pennsylvania Commonwealth
trails and conservation projects
Court partially struck down portions of Act 13 of 2012,
 25% for grants for local recreation initiatives
legislation providing for the regulation of the Marcellus Shale
 10% for land trusts
natural gas drilling industry in Pennsylvania. Specifically, the
Thankfully, the Pennsylvania General Assembly worked in
Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court found that the provisions
a bipartisan manner to restore Governor Corbett’s proposed
continued on p. 5
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The Graham Farm Preservation - Farming is a Family Heritage
A piece of Worcester’s farming heritage is alive and well
at the Graham farm. A landmark for those traveling along
Valley Forge Road, near the intersection of Stump Hall
Road, the Graham farm is well known for its eye catching
lines of pumpkins which appear every fall. There’s much
more to this farm than pumpkins – the Graham family
continues to pass on the tradition of farming from one
generation to the next.

many years. Their retail business expanded as well and is
still active today.
Jack Graham became a Worcester Township Supervisor,
serving the community from 1987 until his death in 2003.
According to neighbor Dee Dee McGrane, “Jack was
instrumental in telling me about the ASA (Agricultural
Security Area) and PA Act 319 (PA Farmland and Forest
Land Assessment Act - Clean and Green). Without the ASA
I wouldn’t have been able to preserve my farm.” Jack was a
visionary. Mary Louise said “Jack would have done it
(preserved their farm) but at the time you needed to have 50
acres, then 35 acres. He was big about keeping Worcester
Green.” So was Mary Louise’s father. So is Mary Louise.

Mary Louise Graham’s parents John Henry and Hannah
Viola Hild came to Worcester in the early 1900’s.
Farming supported their family. Her father went door to
door to sell fruits, vegetables, butter, chickens and eggs
raised on their 25 acre farm. After awhile he acquired a
route with regular customers.

Due to its size, the Graham property would normally not
Mary Louise Hild was born in 1925 on the family farm.
qualify for the Montgomery County Farmland Preservation
She remembers helping out by
Program. Because it is adjacent to
cutting asparagus; picking potatoes,
another
preserved
farm
(the
tomatoes, beans, sweet and field
McGrane farm), is over 10 acres, has
corn; shelling corn; and watering
a soil conservation plan and is
chickens.
actively farmed it does qualify. In
October 2010, Mary Louise Graham
After she graduated from Worcester
preserved her 19.49 acres by selling
th
Elementary School in 10 grade, she
an
agricultural
conservation
chose to attend Lansdale High
easement and a separate trail
School. She sat in back of Jack
easement on her land.
This
(John)
Graham
(alphabetical
permanent deed restriction will
seating). When he asked her to the
ensure that houses will never be built
Junior Prom, she went, “Just
and the land will remain in farming
because I wanted to go to the
Three generations of the Graham family gathered at the family forever. This is a decision she made
prom.” Little did she know it would farm. Mary Louise Graham is at the front, holding a pumpkin.
with her family.
be the beginning of their life
together.
Mary Louise quipped “I can’t find anything bad about the
funds I received from land preservation.” Seriously, the
In 1944, Mary Louise married Jack Graham while he was
proceeds will help with property upkeep and allow her to
serving in the Army. In January 1945, he was sent
stay in her home close to her two daughters Sally and Nancy
overseas for a year and a half. During that time, Mary
who each own properties adjacent to the farm.
Louise returned to the family farm. When Jack returned
from overseas they moved to Bethlehem for several years
For years, Worcester has planned a trail system throughout
and then Lansdale for 12 years. They had four children –
the township. The Graham property is strategically located
John, Thom, Sally and Nancy.
where four planned trails come together within Worcester.
(See “The Worcester Trail Vision and The Graham Farm
The Grahams returned to the family farm in Worcester in
Hub”, Fall 2010 newsletter, at www.friendsofworcester.org)
1961 and have remained here since. It wasn’t until they
The Graham trail easement will start from where it abuts the
moved back to Worcester that her father began to grow the
trail planned for the McGrane property, follow along the side
“famous” pumpkins we all see as part of Worcester’s
property line and head southeast crossing Valley Forge
picturesque landscape along Valley Forge Road. “He put
Road. The trail will turn the corner at Township Line Road
them in for the kids, however it was my son Thom who
and continue south towards Norristown. Mary Louise is
suggested we sell them out front since we had so many
comfortable with having a trail on her property although it
that year. That’s how our pumpkin business came to
could be many years before it is built. She feels trails are
fruition” said Mary Louise. They also began selling
definitely worthwhile and will benefit the many bikers,
pumpkins wholesale. They then added strawberries which
hikers and equestrians in our township.
they called “little rubies”, other vegetables, jams, relishes
and pickles. They sold pumpkins, strawberries corn and
Would she do it all over again? Mary Louise says “Yes! I am
other vegetables to the Genuardi family grocery stores for
very happy with my decision.” Farming is difficult to do if
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you are holding another job, but it is important. Currently,
her grandsons Jeff and Graham do most of the plowing and
they only grow pumpkins on the west side of Valley Forge
Road. Their remaining 10 acre lot, across Valley Forge
Road, is farmed by the Seipt family who own Freddy Hill
Farms. We must keep the property in farming. As Mary
Louise says “The Farmland Preservation Program was a
natural fit.”
For information about the Montgomery County Farmland
Preservation Program contact Dee Dee McGrane (610) 5846196 or Barbara McMonagle (215) 257-1436.
Additional information can be found at:
http://planning.montcopa.org/planning/cwp/
view,a,1584,Q,53964,planningnav,%7C.asp.

Election Day
November 6, 2012
Cast your vote
You make a difference
Polls are open from 7:00 am - 8:00 pm
Worcester Township polling locations:





Community Hall - Fairview Village
Bethel United Methodist Church
Variety Club Camp
Central Schwenkfelder Church

Join Friends of Worcester
for a

Walk on the Moran Trail

Methacton Oak
Photo Notecards
$10.00 per set

Saturday, November 17, 10:00 am

(plus S&H)

Meet at the parking area at
Grange Ave. & Mill Rd.

See all four photographs
and place your order at
www.friendsofworcester.org

The Lyle
family (L-R:
Chrissy,
Rodger,
Ava and
Andy) and
Alex
Greenawalt
(front)
enjoy the
Moran Trail
on a
beautiful
fall day.

Light refreshments to follow!

Arrowhead Kids Craft Night
Arcola cafeteria on Friday, November 30
6:00-9:00 pm
Free Admission to all for a FUN filled night
of crafting. Crafts the kids will make cost
$1-$5 each. Come out for a FUN filled
Friday night of crafts, food, and FUN!!
Please note: This event is not a drop off event
and children must be accompanied by an adult.
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Another Successful Arbor Day at
Worcester Elementary School

Worcester’s Historic Ordinance

The Friends of Worcester Community Outreach group
provided pine trees to the kids of Worcester Elementary
on Arbor Day this past year. It was a wonderful success,
as there were over 200 trees planted by the students and
faculty of Worcester Elementary.
Again, FOW thanks the Worcester Environmental Club
kids, Wendy Keller, all the teachers, and parents who
made this a wonderful success. The classroom that
planted the most trees from Arbor Day 2012 received a
small treat party in June at the end of the school year as a
reward for all their hard planting work! FOW looks
forward to more community outreach partnerships like
this, ultimately working towards more land preservation in
Worcester Township.

For some time now, the Worcester Planning Commission
has been considering an Historic Ordinance for Worcester
Township.
Once the draft is complete, it will be
submitted to the Board of Supervisors for their review and
approval. This ordinance is designed to encourage the
preservation of historic structures. The ordinance offers
owners of these buildings alternative uses in order to
provide support and incentives. Often it is costly to
restore and maintain older buildings versus demolishing
them and constructing a more marketable structure.
Within the scope of the ordinance, there are three primary
considerations: first, defining historic structures; second,
deciding the appropriate uses to be allowed; and third,
determining what will be required of the property owner
to maintain the historic integrity of the property.
Crafting a beneficial Historic Ordinance for Worcester
presents unique challenges. Unlike many municipalities
that have a small enclave of historic buildings that can be
designated as a historic district, Worcester has many older
buildings throughout the township. Our historic structures
will most likely be defined based on the year of
construction. As the Planning Commission discusses
these questions, they review what other townships have
done, involve our Montgomery County consultant and
bring their own expertise to the table.
Friends of Worcester supports the Historic Ordinance
initiative. The preservation of these buildings sustains the
special agrarian character of the township. As this
ordinance takes shape and is brought to the public arena,
we encourage you to support it.
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing
that ever has.” Margaret Mead

Monday, November 12

Michelle Greenawalt with a picture some of the children painted as a “Thank
you” to Mrs. G. and the Friends of Worcester for the donated trees.

“From the Home Front
to the Battlefield Civilians in the Civil War”

FOW Invites You To Get Involved!
 Open Space Committee: Land preservation, village
planning, Open Space Fund
 Education & Outreach Committee: Community
activities, newsletter, website, community partnerships
 Organizational Advancement Committee:
Membership recruitment/development, fundraising

Worcester Historical Society
7:30 pm at Farmers Union Hall
2011 Valley Forge Road

Contact FOW at info@friendsofworcester.org
or call Wini Hayes at 610-584-0371

Light refreshments will be served.
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“Open Space” continued from p. 1

Eyes on the Issues

in Act 13 of 2012 limiting local government’s ability to
implement local zoning ordinances in relation to the natural
gas drilling industry as unconstitutional. It did, however,
keep the local impact fee in place. Currently, the Corbett
Administration is appealing the matter to the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court. The Commonwealth Court’s decision is a
significant win for environmental groups who expressed
concerns about the lack of proper environmental
protections in Act 13 of 2012 such as drilling setbacks and
other environmental controls keeping mindful of the public
health.

PECO Substation Project Update
PECO completed the construction of a
sound wall at the Center Point Substation. As promised,
PECO conducted a final round of sound testing in late June
to verify the benefit of the wall as a measure to mitigate
the low-frequency sound emanating from the substation.
The results of the final sound study verified that the lowfrequency sound from the substation has been significantly
reduced in most locations since the installation of the wall.
The sound testing performed in June showed a significant
drop in low-frequency sound levels, which is consistent
with the model developed to help evaluate potential sound
mitigation alternatives.

Nonetheless, a recent report by the state Public Utility
Commission estimates that the drilling regions may collect
more than $200 million in retroactive impact fees from
natural gas drillers operating in Pennsylvania from 2011. A
reportable 4,500 natural gas wells qualified for the fee
during 2011. Companies will be required to pay the state
Public Utility Commission a fee that declines from $50,000
in the well’s first year of operation to $10,000 in the
twentieth year, after which no additional fees are required.

Completion of the wall, and the subsequent low-frequency
sound testing, mark the conclusion of the work at the
Center Point Substation.
PECO thanks the community, especially those residents
near the site, for their patience throughout the construction
of the project.

Counties and local governments hosting natural gas drilling
operations will receive nearly sixty percent of the impact
fee revenues according to the provisions in Act 13 of 2012.
Those local governments can use their impact fee dollars to
fund transportation projects, water and sewer projects,
emergency preparedness and local tax reductions. The
remainder of the impact fee revenues will be divided by the
Commonwealth among the following area of interest;
infrastructure, water, sewer and environmental projects.
The allocation of these funds will ultimately be determined
by the Corbett Administration. Pennsylvania’s county and
local government entities will need to work with the
administration regarding any potential projects that they
believe would qualify for Act 13 of 2012 funding.

Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever!

Moving forward, Friends of Worcester remains committed
to the values of open space, farmland preservation, and
conservation of our most precious resources here in
Worcester Township and in Montgomery County, but also,
as a Commonwealth for the continued betterment of our
community and our businesses.

5

Thank you for supporting our advertisers!
Visit our website at:
www.friendsofworcester.org,
click on the Donate link to
make your donation
via PayPal.
Thank you!

ADVERTISE HERE!
Newsletter mailed twice
yearly to every home in
Worcester Township.
Contact Marie Amato
at 610-630-0254.

SUPPORT FRIENDS OF WORCESTER
FRIENDS OF WORCESTER is a non-profit organization made up of new and long-time residents of the Township. All
involved residents share an appreciation for the rural quality of Worcester and a common concern for its future. FOW
seeks to influence that future. All funds received are used to support our efforts to preserve open space, maintain the
rural lifestyle of the community and keep our neighbors informed through our minutes and newsletters. All contributors
receive our monthly agenda and minutes as well as notification of important Township events by either email or US mail.

Friend - $35

NAME:

Partner - $50

__________________________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Benefactor - $100

Other

All residents, contributing or not, are always
welcome at FOW monthly meetings. Check
www.friendsofworcester.org for dates.
Please send your tax-deductible contributions to:

PHONE:

_____________________________________________

FRIENDS OF WORCESTER
P.O. BOX 545
WORCESTER, PA 19490

E-MAIL:

__________________________________________________

(or use the PayPal donation button on our website)

The official registration and financial information of The Friends of Worcester may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State
by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration
does not imply endorsement.
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Winter Golf Rates Indoor Winter Golf
(Starting November 4th)




Unlimited Play
Walk - $13
Ride - $18



Winter Hours: Daily 9am-dark

Worcester Golf Club
1600 Green Hill Road
Collegeville, PA 19426
610-222-0200




Simulates real golf play
Bring your own clubs or use
ours
Discounted parties for you
and up to 7 friends
Reasonably priced, custom
made golf clubs.
Call Adam for tee times and
custom club pricing

Follow us on twitter @WorcesterGolfPA

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
by

Toby Gourley
610-222-0696
Worcester
Fully Insured — Free Estimates
“Over 20 Years Experience”
Lic. # PA035962

methactonhomes.com
With any completed home sale resulting from this ad,
I will donate $300.00 to Friends of Worcester.
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FRIENDS OF WORCESTER
P.O. Box 545
Worcester, PA 19490

Friends of Worcester Officers
Kim David - President (610-584-1805)
Rob Hayes - Vice President (610-584-0371)
Wini Hayes - Treasurer (610-584-0371)
Barbara McMonagle - Secretary (215-257-1436)
Join us for an upcoming meeting

Timeless Landscapes
with Sustainable Design
Quality service with courtesy and reliability.
Whitehall and Bean Roads
P.O. Box 123
Worcester, PA 19490
215.247.2992 ~ 610.584.1550

www.davidbrothers.com

2nd Wednesdays, 7:30 pm,
September through May
Check friendsofworcester.org for details.
Worcester Township Public Meetings
Community Hall, 1031 Valley Forge Rd, Fairview Village
Board of Supervisors
1st Monday of the month, 9:00 am
3rd Wednesday of the month, 7:30 pm
Planning Commission
2nd & 4th Thursday, 7:30 pm
Zoning Hearing Board
4th Tuesday, 6:30 pm
Check worcestertwp.com for meeting date changes or cancellations.

