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Worcester’s Architectural
Heritage—Going, Going, Gone ?
In recent years, dozens of buildings with historic, cultural,
and architectural significance have been demolished all
over Montgomery County, and Worcester Township is no
exception. Once-familiar landmarks, such as the old
Worcester School (Center Point, 1912), the Weikle Homestead (Fairview Village, behind the car wash, circa 1750),
and the Bunner-Sower House (Fairview Village, now the
Eckerd site, 1773) no longer distinguish our community.
Not as well known, but equally as valuable, are the numerous farmhouses and farm outbuildings that we have lost
recently, including Pennsylvania German barns, springhouses, and corncribs. These simple structures tell the story
of the rural landscape we are striving to protect. Imagine all
the farms in this township minus their old farmhouses,
barns, and other outbuildings — what an awful thought!
Worcester’s architectural heritage is unique to this region
of Pennsylvania. It is nearly impossible to find examples of
these buildings in other parts of the country. Sadly, this
heritage is being thrown away by corporations, developers,
and individuals who have no stake in our township, no appreciation of the past, and no concern for the future of our
community. Every farmstead, every barn, every springhouse, and every corncrib that is lost from our landscape
tears another hole in the historic and cultural fabric of
Worcester Township. As this fabric disintegrates, our oncebeautiful, unique community becomes more anonymous.
Not long ago, people could enter our township from the
north, south, or east and say, “Ah yes, this is Worcester!” -not because of road signs, but by the mere fact that our
township looks so different from our more developed
neighbors. This is not so much the case anymore. Do we
want our children and grandchildren to think that our local
heritage began in the 1990s and 2000s with Eckerd, Wawa,
and the generic “colonials”? This is what the environment
will tell them if we do not act NOW.
The demolition of our irreplaceable and timeless historic
resources must not be tolerated any longer by the people
who truly care about Worcester. Our architectural inheritance is a priceless gift worthy of being preserved and
maintained. The township should initiate a survey of our
old buildings, enact a historic preservation ordinance, and
establish a historic architectural review board. This is the
only way to ensure the future of Worcester Township as we
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know it.
Residents who love Worcester should be dismayed by the lack of consistency this township has shown over the last decade in preserving our
architectural heritage. We have been able to retain some
of our historic structures. However, many of these pieces
of our history and culture have been demolished. The
best time to preserve these irreplaceable historic resources was 10 years ago. The second best time is NOW.

The springhouse on the Insull/Kumpf farm was razed this summer
to make way for a housing development.

Now Is the Time To Preserve Open
Space!
We know Worcester residents value open space and look
to a future that will preserve as much of it as possible.
FOW has already demonstrated that the one-time cost of
saving land from residential development is no additional
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info@friendsofworcester.org and let us know that you
agree: “Now is the time to preserve open space!”

cost to school district taxpayers after a short recap period.
(For more details, look at “Open Space Makes $ense” in
our spring 2004 newsletter, available at friendsofworcester.org.) In contrast, if the population of the township continues to grow at the current rate, it is inevitable that more
community services will also become necessary, placing an
even greater tax burden on homeowners.

Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever!
Promoting a Healthier Environment
in Worcester

In our spring 2005 newsletter article titled “The Case for
Open Space,” we discussed some ways for the community
to protect the green areas of the township through easements and the purchase of development rights. More and
more, communities need to be willing to bring their dollars
to the table in order to help stretch the funds available
through state and county land conservation programs. The
pressure to build more homes in this area has driven up the
value of properties both large and small. We all understand
that preserving open space costs money. Would the average
taxpayer rather spend a little money now to keep the farms
and woodlands we have open, or spend more money down
the road as we share our township with many more
neighbors?

Friends of Worcester’s mission to save open space encompasses much more than the preservation of the natural beauty of our township. Beautiful farmland and uninterrupted views from Methacton’s ballfields or the
ridge that forms Berks Road are the additional benefits
of this greater good. The preservation of open space is
the foundation of sustainable living. Our woodlands represent our ability to maintain biodiversity. Our meadows
are the filtering mechanism for the water we drink.
As residents of Worcester, we have a unique opportunity
to care for the land. Worcester can still preserve space
in a quickly expanding suburban area. Just as we ask our
neighbors in Brazil not to slash and burn the Amazon
rainforest that supplies oxygen to the world, or the Japanese to restrict over-fishing to stabilize our fish populations, in our township we need to practice the same conservation measures advocated around the world.

FOW believes that the time has come for Worcester residents to insist that the township create a specific funding
source to help preserve as much township land as possible
from further development. Many of our neighboring municipalities have already taken this step.
There are two ways to achieve this goal. One is for residents to vote for an open space bond issue. This would allow the township to borrow funds, up to the approved
amount, to be devoted to open space preservation. The interest on this loan would be paid by the township. East Norriton Township voted for a $3.1 million open space bond
issue in 1994, and Whitpain Township approved a $10 million open space bond issue in 1999. It is time for Worcester
Township to recognize that we also need to access this
means of generating money to preserve what we have left.

How can an individual in Worcester work to promote
the stewardship of our land? There are two primary
paths to follow.
First, practice ecological stewardship on a personal
level. Most of Worcester consists of single-family
dwellings with surrounding property, or clustered housing, such as Meadowood or Center Point Farms, with
large tracts of surrounding open space. As individual
landowners, we can use our land to support sustainable
living. We can manage stormwater run-off by grading
our land to retain water and allow it to penetrate into the
earth. Converting a lawn into meadow slows water runoff, creates a habitat for wildlife, and reduces the need
for fertilizers and lawn mowing, which cause excess
nitrogen and air pollution in our environment. We can
construct green roofs on our houses. We can build with
renewable resources.

An open space bond would give the township a specific
dollar amount ($10 million, for example) to spend over a
specific period of time to preserve open space. Another option is a fractional increase in the earned income tax. This
method generates a consistent income every year, but the
amount is smaller. Our neighbors in Skippack Township
have about $310,000 a year (using 2001 numbers) to spend
on open space as the result of a 0.25% dedicated earned
income tax. A quarter of a percent increase in earned income tax seems a small amount to pay now, weighed
against the higher taxes that all residents will have to pay
for schools, police, fire, sewer, and other municipal services if our township continues to grow at the current rate.

The second path is to work politically within our township to advocate for laws that protect the environment
and require environmentally friendly land development.
This is exemplified by the ‘Growing Greener’ ordinances our Planning Commission has been working on
recently. It is reflected in our current zoning and subdivision ordinances that protect wetlands, steep slopes,
stream corridors, and floodplains. As Worcester residents, we need to be aware of what can be done within

It is time for voters to let our township supervisors know
that we want a referendum on the ballot to raise money to
preserve open space. If you share this vision, e-mail us at
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ent scales, the current zoning districts in the township.
Linked to the maps is a table that gives an overview of
each zoning classification. The table briefly describes the
permitted uses, minimum lot size, and minimum tract
size for each of these classifications. We have arbitrarily
divided the township into five areas, for purposes of displaying more detailed information. Each of these areas
appears on two separate web pages, one for viewing the
entire parcel and another of larger scale where you may
view the area in greater detail by scrolling to see specific
property lines, street names, and zoning districts.

the political system to develop programs that promote sustainable living.
We are in a position to make a difference as individuals and
as a community. We can embody the importance of sustainable living by the way in which we treat our properties and
the preservation of open space.

FOW’s Website Additions at

friendsofworcester.org

In addition to posting FOW’s newsletters, meeting minutes,
calendar, and other information, we recently made some
changes to our website to better inform township residents.
The first stage of this work is now complete and can be
viewed under new links located in the green bar at the top
of the FOW home page at friendsofworcester.org. The new
links are “About FOW” and "Township Maps."

About FOW
Have you ever wondered how FOW got started? Do you
want to remember those early days when we faced CVS
and the turnpike slip ramp without knowing how powerful
our voices could be when we all worked together? What
about our parents and grandparents? Were they concerned
about the future of their community? Our new web page,
“About Friends of Worcester,” addresses all these questions. Starting with the Fairview Civic Association (formed
in 1916) and the Worcester Civic Association (formed in
1952), this page tries to capture the stories of Worcester
residents who came together over community issues that
were important to them. From rezoning and the first large
residential developments to the slip ramp and Amoco, these
stories illustrate what we can accomplish when we work
together for the good of our community. FOW’s current
initiatives -- preserving open space, saving our villages, and
historic preservation -- are also described. We will continue
to update this page as we receive more information. Look
for photos to be added in the next phase of our website expansion!

This map displays all the zoning districts in the township.
(Of course, on our website it’s in color!)
Protected Lands Information: It’s nice to know
that some things will stay the same for a long, long time.
Land that has been protected by a conservation easement
cannot be developed, so some of our fields and woods
will always remain farmland or open space. If you would
like to know just where the township’s various protected
lands are located, this page will answer your question.
Linked to the protected lands map is a description of each
type of ownership, along with a list of the properties in
each category. Still to be added is a chart showing the
relative amounts of protected land, developed land, and
undeveloped land in the township.

Township Maps
The purpose of these pages is to provide easy access to information and resources that will better inform residents on
issues such as zoning, open space, and proposed development. These important issues affect the quality of everyday
life in the township. This is a work in progress which will
continue to grow as new information becomes available
and we receive feedback from you, our users.

Looking to the Future
The success of these website additions depends on you,
the user, being able to access these web pages and easily
find answers to your concerns about zoning codes and
criteria that impact the community. Please tell us whether
you find the information helpful and user friendly. You
can e-mail us at info@friendsofworcester.org with your
comments. Please also let us know about anything we

Zoning Information: On these pages, you will find a
series of township maps that indicate, in color and at differ3

Taking Advantage of What’s
Available??

might improve or include in the future. We welcome your
comments. FOW looks forward to continuing to provide
information that’s important to you by expanding and enhancing our web pages with information that will inform,
encourage discussion, and ultimately help us maintain
Worcester as a unique and special place in Montgomery
County.

Perhaps you noticed a flyer (“Energy @ Home”) in your
August electric bill with information about PECO’s grant
program for municipal open space. Here’s a way for
communities to get something back from those everrising electric costs that we’ve been paying. PECO has
recently started a Green Region Grants program to help
municipalities preserve open space. This spring, the program funded six projects in area townships, two of them
in Montgomery County. Cheltenham Township received
a grant of $10,000 to plan for the development of a trail,
and Plymouth Township received $10,000 to preserve a
park. The Green Region Grants program awards up to
$100,000 a year. Grants are available to any municipality
in our five-county region.

Worcester Historic Society
Sponsors Tour Day
On Saturday, September 10, the Worcester Historic Society
hosted a wonderful, successful Tour Day. Over 100 adults
and children drove through the township, following the
map provided, to learn about interesting local sites and stop
at five locations for an in-depth visit. The tour stops were
the Historic Society’s Museum at Farmers Union Hall, Elwood Brundt’s Lenape Museum, Fred Bookheimer’s
Model Train Museum, Spacht’s Sawmill, and Willow
Creek Orchards. Many Tour Day participants started off at
Farmers Union Hall, home of the Worcester Historic Society’s collection of 19th century farm equipment, domestic
tools, vintage clothing, and other memorabilia. The tour
continued around the township and included demonstrations at the sawmill and a horse and carriage ride to the
fields of Willow Creek Orchard. Children and adults alike
were fascinated with all there was to see and learn. Toward
late afternoon, people were rushing to fit in all the sites before closing time at 5:00.

Last spring, Worcester completed a Greenway Plan that
proposed a series of township trails to provide recreational opportunities for residents and connect important
destination points. The number-one priority in this plan is
the Zacharias Creek Trail that will connect Heebner Park
and Evansburg State Park. This trail was proposed in
2001 as part of the preservation of the Markel property
on Skippack Pike. This acquisition was partially funded
by the Montgomery County Open Space Program, with
the understanding that the township would move forward
to build this trail. The Greenway Plan estimated the construction costs for this trail to be about $30,000. Wouldn’t it be smart to apply for a grant from PECO to pay for
a third of the cost of this planned project? To our knowledge, Worcester Township has not applied for one of
these grants. Please let the supervisors know if you believe that we should be looking to resources of this type
to help fund our projects.

This event brings into focus the great diversity of interesting and significant aspects of history in Worcester Township. The response from participants and hosts alike was so
positive that the WHS is already planning the Second Annual Tour Day, to be held the Saturday following Labor
Day 2006, featuring different sites. Mark your calendar
now and look for more information next August.

New Member of Worcester’s
Planning Commission
The Board of Supervisors recently appointed a new member to the Planning Commission, C. William Fox. A retired architect, Bill received a Master of Architecture Degree from the Graduate School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania. Professionally he has participated in several of the major architectural offices in
Philadelphia, as well as running his own firm. He also
taught full-time in the Architecture Program at Temple
University. Bill is a resident of Meadowood, where he
and his wife Lorraine have lived for almost three years.
Prior to that, he lived in Chestnut Hill. Bill grew up just
down the road from Worcester, in one of Skippack’s historic homes.

During Tour Day, teenagers explore a WWII DUKW owned and
restored by the Rees family.
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FOW Photo Contest Winners
Spring 2005 brought FOW’s Third Annual Photo Contest
to the students of Methacton High School. Many participants were students in the photography classes, but any
student could enter. Prizes were awarded to the top four
places in each of two divisions. Each year the theme focuses on some aspect of Worcester Township. This year’s
theme, “Springtime in Worcester,” continued the tradition.
This year FOW displayed the winning photographs at the
65th Farmers Union Horse Show, held yearly on the first
Saturday in June at Heyser Field (behind Worcester Township Community Hall on Valley Forge Road, Fairview
Village). You can also see these photos, as well as last
year’s winners, at friendsofworcester.org.

Riders and spectators enjoyed lunch at FOW’s food tent at
the 65th Annual Farmers Union Horse Show, June 4, 2005.

Congratulations to our 2005 winners!
Traditional

Digital or Digitally Enhanced

1st Place: Patrick Biebel
2nd Place: Megan Dolan
3rd Place: Janelle Munro

Remember To Vote!
Tuesday, November 8

1st Place: Jamie Bolognese
2nd Place: Megan Dolan
3rd Place: Charley Clark

Hon. Mention: Wes Griffith Hon. Mention: Rachel Masterson

Vote for Worcester’s new Supervisor* and
four Methacton School Board Directors

2006 PHOTO CONTEST
Help FOW choose the theme of our 2006 Photo Contest!
Deadline: December 31, 2005

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The winner will be chosen at our January FOW meeting.
Submit your entries to info@friendsofworcester.org or
Friends of Worcester, P.O. Box 545, Worcester PA 19490
Prize: Free lunch at FOW’s food tent at the 66th Annual
Farmers Union Horse Show, June 3, 2006!

* Editors’ Note: Art Bustard is the endorsed Republican candidate for Supervisor. He won the Republican
primary in May against Jim Phillips. Phillips is opposing Bustard again this November, running on the Democratic ticket.

SUPPORT FRIENDS OF WORCESTER
FRIENDS OF WORCESTER is a non-profit organization made up of new and long-time residents of the township. All involved
residents share an appreciation for the rural quality of Worcester and a common concern for its future. FOW seeks to
influence that future. All funds received are used to support our efforts to preserve open space, maintain the rural lifestyle of
the community and keep our neighbors informed through our minutes and newsletters. All contributors receive our monthly
agenda and minutes as well as notification of important township events.

Friend - $30
NAME:

Partner - $50

Benefactor - $100

_____________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________
PHONE:

_________________________________________

E-MAIL:

_____________________________________________

Other

All residents, contributing or not, are always
welcome at FOW monthly meetings.
Please send your tax deductible contributions to:
FRIENDS OF WORCESTER
P.O. BOX 545
WORCESTER, PA 19490

The official registration and financial information of The Friends of Worcester may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State
by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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Comprehensive Plan and Open Space
Plan Update

preserves the township’s rural atmosphere, protects home
values, and reduces the cost of municipal services. This
approach also allows scenic and historic resources on a
parcel to be preserved. These “Growing Greener” ordinances will allow us to protect our township from the anonymity of suburban sprawl.

The Worcester Comprehensive Plan update is nearly complete. The Board of Supervisors contracted with Montgomery County Planning Commission (MCPC) to assist the
Worcester Planning Commission in preparing an update to
the Plan. To date, all sections of the Plan update have been
completed except the section on open space. This section
will be added when the township’s Open Space Committee
completes its update of the Open Space Plan. Following
completion of the entire update, the results will be submitted to the Board of Supervisors for their consideration.

The Open Space Committee has identified many strategies
to help preserve significant amounts of land in Worcester
over the next 5 to 10 years. With the support of residents
and elected officials, we can take control of Worcester’s
future to achieve our conservation goals for ourselves and
for future generations.

What Is Worcester’s Future?

Our MCPC planner is also assisting with the Open Space
Plan. The committee includes the Open Space Coordinator,
an elected official, two members of the Planning Commission, and several members of the public. The OS Plan is on
track for completion later this fall, after which both Plans
will be presented to the community at a public meeting.

Join Friends of Worcester
for an informative presentation and discussion
Monday, November 14, at 7:30 p.m.
Worcester Community Hall, Fairview Village

The Open Space Committee has set some ambitious goals
for Worcester, based on the recent report by the Brookings
Institution which found that land in southeastern Pennsylvania is being consumed by development at 10 times the
rate of our region’s population growth. This sprawl development is severely impacting our natural resources, green
spaces, and productive farmland. Extensive highway construction to accommodate sprawl eats up even more open
space and encourages more automobile-dependent commercial development. Sprawl development contributes to almost half of all stream pollution, threatens our scenic and
historic landscapes, and diminishes our water supply.

Refreshments will be served

Land Developments in Worcester
Since 2003, hundreds of new homes have been proposed
and approved for development in our township. Here is a
list of these land development projects.
Proposed

Units & Acreage

Detwiler/Kibblehouse (Berks & Weber Rds) 16 lots/60 acres
M. Evans (Heebner Rd)
55 lots/123 acres
Reserve at Center Pointe (Trooper Rd)
25 lots/55 acres
Rocco/Zaveta (Skippack Pike)
6 lots/18 acres
Stony Creek Farms (Whitehall & N.Wales) 209 units/113 acres
Tatunchak (N. Wales Rd)
39 lots/80 acres
All subdivisions under 5 lots
28 lots

In the face of these threats, some communities have reacted
by scrambling to preserve whatever land is available. Instead of this piecemeal preservation, the Open Space Committee will propose an approach that takes into account important natural resources, productive agricultural land, and
scenic and historic resources. Another important consideration in open space preservation is creating networks of protected lands, either with trails or using greenway corridors.
The committee proposes that Worcester preserve half of
our “open space priority lands.” To do this, the township
will need to be creative with the use of state, county, and
local funds as well as donations.
The committee also proposes that the township preserve
half of the land that will be developed for housing, by using
“conservation development” or “Growing Greener” methods. This means that instead of blanketing a parcel with 2acre lots, which destroy farm fields, woods, and habitat, the
developer will leave half of the acreage as open space and
site the houses on the remaining land. All the houses will
have open space at their front and back doors. Preserving
our open space in this manner safeguards our water quality,

Approved

Units & Acreage

Bethel Knoll (Bethel Rd)
Cane (Artmar Rd)
Kumpf-Bell (Trooper & Woodland Rds)
Huganir (Windy Hill Rd)
Kyung (Berks Rd)
Thompson-Scott (Berks Rd/Skippack Pk)
All subdivisions under 5 lots

9 lots/15 acres
13 lots/10 acres
47 lots/95 acres
18 lots/17 acres
6 lots/13 acres
23 lots/52 acres
9 lots

Total Proposed ……………. 378 units/505 acres
Total Approved …………… 125 lots/220 acres
Total proposed and approved ……… 503 units/725 acres
The total acreage of proposed and approved developments,
725 acres, is more than 1 square mile. (640 acres = 1 sq
mi.) Worcester Township contains approximately 16
square miles. Almost half of this is already developed.
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Please support our advertisers!
Serving the Perkiomen Valley Area for 70 Years

Salon Solaire

Risher Van Horn

2960 Skippack Pike
Rts. 73 & 363
Worcester, PA 19490
(610) 584-8855

A Full Service Florist
3760 Germantown Pike

www.salonsolaire.com

Collegeville
(610) 489-4421
(800) 453-9012

Lawler Air Conditioning & Heating
•
•
•
•
•

www.rishervanhorn.com

Join us for our annual
Open House and Yard Sale
Sat/Sun, November 19th & 20th
•
•
•
•

Fresh Arrangements
Cut Flowers
Plants
Gourmet Baskets

•
•
•
•

Prompt Professional Service
Gas ● Oil ● Electric ● Heat Pumps
Water Heaters ● Humidifiers
Service Contracts Available
Since 1976
Maintenance Only $65.00
Free Estimates Visa / Mastercard

610-584-8741

Paravati Catering

Weddings
Prom Flowers
Funerals
Cards

On Site & Off Site Catering
Weddings ~ Rehearsal Dinners
Anniversaries ~ Birthdays ~ Showers
Luncheons ~ Dinner Parties
Book Your Holiday Party

Tel: 610-666-8112 or 610-222-0200
Valley Forge, Pa. web: www.paravaticatering.net

“Life is better with flowers.”
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FRIENDS OF WORCESTER OFFICERS

Raffle Thank You!

Kim David - President (610-584-1805)
Rob Hayes - Vice President (610-584-0371)
Wini Hayes - Treasurer (610-584-0371)
Barbara McMonagle - Secretary (215-257-1436)

Our raffle table at the Farmers Union Horse Show on
June 4, 2005, was overflowing, thanks to the many donations from area businesses. We appreciate their continued and generous support.
Allen Antiques
Asher’s Florist
Café at Cedars
Center Point Pond
Curves
David Brothers Nursery
Elohino Message Therapy
His & Hers Hair Salon

Join us at these upcoming meetings and events
Nov. 9
7:30 p.m. at Bean Road Nursery
Wednesday Whitehall & Bean Rds (610-584-1805)

Looks Salon
O & F Farms
Posh Pet
Risher Van Horn Florist
Second Glance Salon
Slim & Tone
Williams & Co. Jewelers
Worcester Golf Club

Dec. 29
Thursday

Jan. 11
7:30 p.m. at Bean Road Nursery
Wednesday Whitehall & Bean Rds (610-584-1805)
Worcester Township Meetings
Worcester Township Community Hall

Farmers Union Horse Company
Fall Fun Show & Tack Sale
Saturday, November 5

Holiday Potluck Party, 5-10 p.m.
Home of Rob & Wini Hayes
3033 Fisher Rd (610-584-0371)

(1031 Valley Forge Rd, Fairview Village)

Board of Supervisors – Mondays 8 a.m. Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Jan. 3;
Wednesdays 7:30 p.m. Nov. 16, Dec. 21, Jan. 21

9 a.m.

Heyser Field, Fairview Village,
behind Worcester Community Hall

Zoning Hearing Board – Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. Nov. 22, Dec. 20
Planning Commission – Thursdays 7:30 p.m. Nov. 17, Dec. 22,
Jan. 22

For information call 610-489-7904

Joint Meeting - Monday 9:30 a.m. Dec. 5
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